
Weather Recap 
 

Mid-June marks the end of spring and the 

official start to the summer season. Tem-

peratures fluctuated throughout the 

month, with average ranges between 50 Á

F and 75.8 ÁF. Compared to last year, this 

month was warmer and dryer than June of 

2019. Statewide temperatures averaged 

62.9 ÁF, which was 2.3 ÁF warmer than 

last year. Statewide precipitation aver-

aged 2.54 inches, which was 3.07 inches 

less than June of last year.  
 

The U.S. Drought Monitor listed most of 

Vermont as abnormally dry starting on 

June 9th. Northwestern Vermont was the 

first area listed as abnormally dry starting 

on June 2nd, which increased to 82.06% 

of the state being affected. By the end of 

the month, 29.60% of the state was listed 

as moderate drought. Soil moistures as 

measured by the Keech-Byram Drought 

Index (KBDI) are at levels normally seen 

by late summer on a dry year. KBDI val-

ues of over 300 are considered dry and 

increased potential for fire burning in duff 

and other ground fuels. As of the last 

week of June, Vermont Emergency Man-

agement has activated the Drought Task 

Force to monitor the situation.   

Insect and Disease  

Observations ð June 2020 

Vermont Forest Health 

Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 

June 2020                          vtforest.com 

Temperature and precipitation departure from 

normal. Maps and data: Northeast Regional Cli-

mate Center. 

Vermont drought conditions at the end 

of June. Maps and data: National 

Drought Mitigation Center. 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forests
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx


EAB Update: Biocontrol Release 
 

Emerald ash borer (EAB, Agrilus planipennis) is an invasive insect from Asia that was first de-

tected in Vermont in 2018. This insect has no natural predators in the United States, and with 

an abundant source of food and shelter, it has been responsible for decimating more than 25 

million ash trees in the country. To date, little to no natural defense to EAB has been detect-

ed in North American ash trees.   

 

Across the country, efforts have been made to prevent com-

plete ash species eradication. Chemical methods of preserving 

individual trees are available, but they are costly and impracti-

cal to treat trees on a broad level. Biological control programs, 

or biocontrol, were introduced in 2007 to manage EAB popula-

tions on a landscape level. Biocontrol strives to manage a 

pestôs population by introducing its natural predators into the 

same environment. This predator release regulates the unde-

sired speciesô unchecked population growth and aims to reduce 

the damage caused by that pest. Species used for biocontrol 

only target the unwanted pest and will not harm humans or the 

environment it was introduced in. The USDA has listed four 

species of small, non-stinging parasitoid wasps for EAB biocon-

trol in the U.S. Between 2009-2019, over 6 million parasitoid 

wasps have been released across 29 states to manage EAB 

populations. On June 9th, the Vermont Department of Forests, 

Parks & Recreation and, the Agency of Agriculture released 

Tetrastichus planipennisi, a small, non-stinging wasp native to 

North Asia at LR Jones State Forest in Plainfield, and on a 

property in South Hero. The parasitoids were produced and 

supplied from, the United States Department of Agricultureôs Animal and Plant Health Inspec-

tion Service (APHIS), Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) EAB Parasitoid Rearing Facility in 

Brighton, MI. For parasitoid information please call 866-322-4512. 

 

This parasitoid wasp is only 3-4 mm long, is incapable of stinging 

humans, and specifically parasitizes EAB larvae. T. planipennisi 

drills through the bark of ash trees and lays its eggs in EAB larvae. 

As the eggs hatch, they consume the EAB larvae from the inside 

out. Due to its smaller size, T. planipennisi is best suited for ash 

trees that are 4ò in diameter or less, as it cannot penetrate the 

bark of larger trees to reach EAB larvae. This year, five more re-

leases of these wasps will be completed at both of these loca-

tions to strengthen their population. FPR plans to release more par-

asitoid wasp species in tandem with T. planipennisi across all coun-

ties in the coming years. This statewide presence of biocontrol 

agents will help regulate EAB populations, which will in turn prolong 

the life of Vermontôs ash trees. For more information about EAB 

and how to report a sighting, 

please visit VTInvasives.  

 

A: T. planipennisi. Photo 

credit: Bill McNee, WI DNR. 

B: T. planipennisi on finger 

for scale. Photo credit: 

Stephen Ausmus, USDA 

Forest Service.  

FPR Staff Jon Cherico installing a bolt that is infested with 

T. planipennisi to an ash tree. Photo credit: Judy Rosovsky. 

https://www.vtinvasives.org/invasive/emerald-ash-borer
https://www.vtinvasives.org/get-involved/report-it

